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摘  要     
本文较为全面地总结和论述了书信在非书信体小说《傲慢与偏见》中的作用与价值。首先，信件在一定程度上反应了社会习俗和时代特征。通信在当时的通信条件和交通条件下自然而然地发展，而且并没有完全的私有化，因而更多地表现出艺术性、技巧性等特点。其次，在这部小说中，书信和情节的发展有着密切的关系，有时书信起到了预示的作用，有时书信标志着重要的转折点。再次，书信为小说提供了各种不同的角度，包括写信人和收信人的角度，对同一事件的不同角度，让读者更加全面、深入地了解事件的发生。最后，书信能反应写信人的性格特点，因而有助于刻画人物形象。此外，书信因为具有一定的私有性，因而容易成为寄托情感的平台，这样我们可以更好地对人物内心深处进行挖掘。

关键词：书信，情节发展，角度，人物性格

Abstract  
This thesis mainly illustrates how epistles function in this non-epistolary novel Pride and Prejudice. First, epistles reflect the social customs and temporal features to a certain degree. Under communication and transportation conditions of that time, epistle communication was naturally well developed. Besides, because sometimes it still serves some public entertainment it appears to be quite artful and skilful. Second, epistles in the novel are closely related to the development of the story. Sometimes they serve as preludes, sometimes they mark important turnings. Third, epistles provide different perspectives, both that of addressers and addressees and sometimes different perspectives about the same happenings. Thus readers get more information about the occurrences. Fourth, epistles help depict different characters. Moreover, it is easy to use epistles to give vent to one’s personal feelings due to its privateness. Thus we are able to delve into the innermost thoughts and feelings of the characters.

Key words: epistles, development of the story, perspective, personality
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Chapter 1   Introduction
First published in 1813, Pride and Prejudice is Jane Austen’s most popular work. It tells the story of several young couples’ marriages and vividly portrays life in the genteel rural society of the 18th century. This great novel not only attracted thousands of readers in Austen’s time but is still a great charm to modern readers. 
It is known that Pride and Prejudice was originally adapted from the epistolary novel The First Impression. The story is mainly narrated in the third person point of view. Yet still it has preserved a lot of epistles which form indispensable elements of the novel. The study of these epistles will help us know better about the design of the plot, the structure of the whole novel and the personalities of different characters. On the other hand, it is noticeable that in a broader sense, through the study of the epistles in Pride and Prejudice we may extend further to how epistles are used in this non-epistolary novel. As too frequent use of epistles in epistolary novels makes the narration too limited and monotonous, the proper use of letters in non-epistolary novels seems to be more efficient. Efforts have been made to learn how epistles are used effectively to make the novel more varied in form and fuller in content.
In previous studies of epistles in Pride and Prejudice, more attention has been paid to such aspects as the development of the story (Liu 94), indication of personalities of different characters (Zhu 76), shift of narrative point of view (Zhang 39; Mei 34) as well as creation of spacial imagination in epistles (Mei 32). However, some of these perspectives have been just brought out without detailed study. Besides, some aspects fail to be combined so that they can not be complementary to each other. After all, this is a relatively new field. In this thesis, efforts have been made to make up some of the regrets. The essay mainly focuses on how epistles help promote the development of the story. Further, the studies have been detailed to comparisons of epistles, intimate combinations with actual situations as well as the relationships between addressers and addressees and so on.
Altogether there are nine long epistles and eight shorter ones. The epistles are all of great importance in promoting the development of the story and they can be categorized on different bases. 
The overall structure of the essay is as follows: in chapter two there is an account of previous studies so that it will be clearer what has been studied and what is to be studied and what this essay is studying; in chapter three the detailed results are reported and it is further divided into five sections. At first, it gives a general introduction of the epistles, secondly, it talks about the social customs and temporal features hidden behind the epistles, thirdly, it studies how epistles help promote the development of the study in great details, fourthly it discusses about different perspectives the epistles have provided, finally it illustrates how the epistles reflect different personalities. In chapter four there is the conclusion.
Chapter 2   Literature Review
The wonderful novel Pride and Prejudice has drawn great attention from many scholars. Current studies about the novel have covered a wide range of aspects. Attention has been given to the epistles in this novel, yet the value of epistles in this non-epistolary novel is to be fully explored. Previous studies of the epistles in the novel have brought out the following points: these epistles have played such important roles so as to help develop the story (Liu 94), to indicate personalities of different characters (Zhu 76), to make shift of narrative point of view (Zhang 39; Mei 34) as well as to create spacial imagination (Mei 32).

……
Chapter 3   The Functions of Epistles in Pride 

and Prejudice

Throughout the novel there are altogether seventeen epistles including short epistles and those which are not fully presented. Among the epistles, eight are relatively short and nine are long and full ones. 

3.1

Epistles in the novel: an overview 

The epistles in the novel can be categorized on different basis. Generally speaking, they are varied in forms and contents. To have a clear idea of the distribution of the epistles, let us consult the following table.
	     addressee 

addresser
	Elizabeth
	Jane
	Mr Bennet
	Mr Collins
	Mrs Gardiner

	Darcy
	1
	
	
	
	

	Elizabeth
	
	
	
	
	1

	Jane
	4 
	
	
	
	

	Miss Bingley
	
	2 
	
	
	

	Mr Collins
	
	
	3 
	
	

	Mr Bennet
	
	
	
	1
	

	The Gardiners
	1
	
	2
	
	


                 Table 3.1   The distribution of epistles

Horizontally reading the table we can see that most of epistles are written by Miss Bingley, Mr Collins, Jane and the Gardiners while vertically the main receivers are Elizabeth, Jane and Mr Bennet. This is closely related to the plot of the novel. For example, when Mr Bingley and Mr Darcy first meet Jane and Elizabeth, Miss Bingley is an important bridge to connect the two sides; when Elizabeth is away from home the main communicator is definitely Jane; when Lydia elopes with Wickham the Gardiners’ intermediations are mostly appreciative. Thus it is natural that most of the epistles fall into their connections.

We can observe that the epistles in the novel are quite diversified. Some are quite
informal among intimate friends while others are quite formal in both form and content. According to Samuel Richardson, epistles in the novel mainly fall into three categories: some are used to depict the characters, some are used to manifest dialogues and dramatic scenes, and others used to tell stories of the past (Li 95). Most of the epistles in this novel play the important roles of giving illustrations of the past as well as depicting different characters. For most of the time the epistles have revealed something unknown to the readers. In this way it draws greater attention from the readers. Some other epistles provide new perspectives for readers to know the characters much better. Thus it is worthwhile trying to analyze the epistles in an all-around way to see how these epistles function in this non-epistolary novel.

3.2

Reflecting social customs and temporal features
It is quite noticeable that in the novel the main characters frequently move around. The Bennets and the Bingleys write short notes for contact; when Jane or Elizabeth leave home they have to write letters for each other’s situations; especially in settling Lydia’s elopement with Wickham epistles are more used than ever. It somehow gives the readers a miniature of the life in the 18th century. It is their social custom to communicate on notes and letters, the use of which is quite similar to that of telephone in modern times. 

3.2.1
Epistles and social customs

(1)
General social background

In the 18th century Samuel Richardson promoted a new form of novel, epistolary novel — a novel mainly made up of epistles. The appearance of this form had much to do with the social background and readers’ literary interests (Li 94). In a time of limited means of entertainment and communication, the English people were quite enamoured by this recreation and also they fondled admiringly about received letters. Thus the epistle communication grows to be more frequent. What’s more, according to Xin (31) the epistolary form is a useful tool for women’s expression and it is increasingly becoming more important for the women writers.

Then in the 19th century, as most writers preferred to use omnipotent point of view, epistolary novels represented by Samuel Richardson grew to be less attractive (Chen Jian 58). Pride and Prejudice was originally an epistolary novel but changed to a non-epistolary one, at the same time preserving a certain amount of important and
……
3.5.3
Elizabeth’s and Mr Bennet’s epistles

Most of the epistles in the novel are important to reveal something unknown to the readers. But there are some other epistles which are not vital in their content. At the end of the novel Elizabeth’s letter to Mrs Gardiner and Mr Bennet’s letter to Mr Collins are such examples. The epistles are good summaries and reflections of their personalities — two most prominent characters.
‘ … But now suppose as much as you choose; give a loose to your fancy, indulge your imagination in every possible flight which the subject will afford, and unless you believe me actually married, you cannot greatly err. You must write again very soon, and praise him a great deal more than you did in your last.… I am happier even than Jane; she only smiles, I laugh. Mr Darcy sends you all the love in the world that he can spare from me. You are all to come to Pemberley at Christmas.

Yours.’

(Chapter 18, Volume 3)

‘DEAR SIR,

I must trouble you once more for congratulations. Elizabeth will soon be the wife of Mr Darcy. Console Lady Catherine as well as you can. But, if I were you, I would stand by the nephew. He has more to give.

Yours sincerely,’

(Chapter 18, Volume 3)

Elizabeth’s writing is as lovely and nifty as herself. The language is lively and active and she freely gives scope to her openness and her happiness. And here we once again go through Mr Bennet’s humorous scorch. To observe how he fights back in the oral debate and how he plays his wisdom is a great pleasure.

Chapter 4   Conclusion
The thesis mainly discusses about how epistles function in the non-epistolary novel Pride and Prejudice. After the analysis some points well deserve our attention.

Firstly, the epistles are a typical reflection of the social customs and temporal features. Frequent travels result in common use of epistles for communications. In turn the use of epistles indicates the lifestyle of the time. The format of the epistle together with the situation the epistle is set in well communicates some important social customs and temporal features. 

Secondly, the epistles are vital in promoting the development of the story. On the whole the epistles closely go with the development of the story, especially at important turning points. Sometimes the epistles predict what is coming along; sometimes the epistles mark important turning points. 

Thirdly, the epistles provide dimensional perspectives. When reading an epistle usually the addresser, the addressee and the reader are concerned. Normally readers first get to know something unknown to them before, then the thoughts of the letter-writer, then the reactions of the receiver. In this way we get point of view from different people who are differently involved in the occurrence. It helps us understand the happenings much better.

Lastly, epistles offer us the chance to peep into the innermost recesses of the writers’ mind. We can infer about a person’s personality from his or her letters.

In a word, the epistles help us understand the novel and the characters much better. 

Works Cited
Austen, Jane. Pride and Prejudice: an authoritative text, backgrounds and sources, criticism. Ed. Donald Gray. New York: W. W. Norton & Company, 2001.

The Epistolary Novel.  22 May. 2007 <http://www.enotes.com/literary-criticism/epistolary-novel>

Xin, Wang. ‘Subversion of Paternal Discourse in Colour Purple’. US-China Foreign Language. 34th ser. 4.7(2006): 30-33.

陈建. 浅析《紫色》的书信体风格. 南京林业大学学报（人文社会科学版），2004(3): 58-60.

陈榕. 索尔·贝娄《赫索格》:书信技巧的挖掘与创新. 解放军外国语学院学报，1999(1): 91-94.

黄克琴. 欧洲女性书信文化漫谈. 天津外国语学院学报,1998(4): 61-64.

李晖、钟鸣. 诠释的不确定性——从《克拉丽莎》看对书信体小说的解读. 外国文学研究，2006(2): 99-104.

李维屏. 评理查逊的书信体小说艺术. 外国文学评论,2002(3): 94-101.

刘新义. 从萨穆尔理查德到奥斯丁——自由间接文体的肇始和滥觞. 山东外语教学，2004(2):93-96.

陆欣. 书信修辞简论. 江苏教育学院学报（社会科学版），1995(4): 68-71.
梅启波. 书信在非书信体小说中的艺术价值. 牡丹江师范学院学报（哲学社会科学版），2002(6): 32-37.
张德明. 近代西方书信体小说与主体性话语的构建. 浙江大学学报（人文社会科学版），2003(3): 36-42.
祝燕敏.《傲慢与偏见》的叙事技巧.衡阳师范学院学报（社会科学），2000，(1):74-76.






PAGE  

