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Contract for Visiting Scholars 

	Name of applicant：
	

	Date of Birth：
	

	Nationality
	

	Passport no./Identity card no.
	

	Contact address
	

	Telephone number
	

	Fax number
	

	E-mail address
	

	Person in collaboration
	


The State Key Laboratory of Sub-tropical Architecture
South China University of Technology
November 2008
The State Key Laboratory of Sub-tropical Architecture at South China University of Technology, in accordance with the relevant provisions of China and the South China University of Technology, and in accordance with Management of Visiting Scholars at the Laboratory (Trial), decides to recruit          as the visiting scholar. The two parties (Part A: The State Key Laboratory of Sub-tropical Architecture at South China University of Technology, and Part B:            ), in the legal, fair and equal voluntary spirit, consensus, the principle of good faith, friendship and cooperation, sign this contract and ensure to seriously carry out obligations defined by this contract. 
1. The contract period 
This contract is valid from               to                 .

2. Obligations of Party A
1) Introduces to Party B China's relevant laws, regulations and Party A’s related regulations of laboratory work and of management of foreign experts. 
2) Offers guidance, inspection and evaluation to the work of Party B. 
3) Provides Party B with one office and appropriate work equipments. 
4) During work for Party A, Party B is able to apply for one independent research project of innovation and exploration type. The research funding should be determined by both parties. Party B should follow Management of Independent Research Projects of the State Key Laboratory of Sub-tropical Architecture at South China University of Technology, and go through the relevant application procedures. Party B fills out the application form and the Director of the Part A will be directly responsible for examination and approval of this project. Day-to-day management and conclusion should follow the instructions from Management of Independent Research Projects of the State Key Laboratory of Sub-tropical Architecture at South China University of Technology.
5) Related experiment centres and sub-laboratories of Part A should offer active supports to the work of Party B during his/her stay; should provide a good working environment to facilitate the cooperative research; and should have close communications and work together to solve problems encountered in work and life of Party B.
3. Obligations of Party B

1) Complies with Chinese laws and regulations; does not interfere with the internal affairs of China; respects China's religious policy, and does not engage in activities incompatible with researchers; respects Chinese people's ethics and customs. 
2) Complies with Management of Visiting Scholars at the Laboratory (Trial) and other related provisions of the management of foreign experts; accepts the arrangement of work, guidance, inspection and evaluation by Party A; should not commit to other works without consent from Party A. 

3) Should work with the partner designated by Party A to develop research programme; clarifies the research topics, objectives and expected outcome, and report to Party A for its records. 
4) Completes work on schedule and ensures the quality of the work.
5) Shares with Party A the achievements of the research project, such as papers, monographs, awards, patents, etc, and Party A must be the first author of these achievements; enjoys the benefits of About Research Awards of the State Key Laboratory of Sub-tropical Architecture at South China University of Technology. 
4. Anticipated results
During the period of the independent research projects, Party A should publish at least two papers, signed in the name of The State Key Laboratory of Sub-tropical Architecture at South China University of Technology, in the core or primary-source journals. The basic requirement is that at least one of these papers should be listed in the records of SCI. Other necessary additions may be included in this contract as appendix. 
5. Working plan
This should be combined with that of the schedule of independent research projects. The detailed contents can be found in Application Form for Visiting Scholars. 

6. Management of funds
1) Party B is responsible for the independent research projects. Party B should follow Party A’s regulations about management of independent research projects and use the funds efficiently. The scope of expenses, includes travel expenses (inclusive of local transportation fees), accommodation during the tenure with Party A, purchase of equipment, reagents, materials, test analysis, and other costs incurred, and expenditures for publication of the papers associated with the research projects and for attending the academic activities organized by Party A. 
2) Party B is responsible for the expenses related to attendance of academic activities outside Party A, investigations and practice outside the University. The designated partner should report to Party A in advance. 

3) The equipments and materials, purchased by the project funds, belong to Party A and Party B enjoys the right of their usage. Information, acquired by the project funds, belongs to Party B. 

4) After the conclusion of the research project, the surplus funds will be recovered by Party A. If Party B finds a new funded project in the next year to the conclusion of previous project, the surplus funds can be used for the new project. 

7. Ownership of the research achievements
1) Party A has the right to include the achievements and research papers of this research project into the directory of Party A’s researches. 
2) Party B has the right of signature for the published papers. The first author must be The State Key Laboratory of Sub-tropical Architecture at South China University of Technology in Chinese or English. These papers should be marked as being funded by the independent research projects. 

3) Party B can write joint papers with the laboratory staff. In the papers it should indicated that the organization of the authors is The State Key Laboratory of Sub-tropical Architecture at South China University of Technology. If the papers failed to make those indications, only marking ‘being funded by the State Key Laboratory of Sub-tropical Architecture at South China University of Technology’ or making acknowledgement at the end of the papers, them cannot be included as the achievements of the research projects. 

4) Party B can use the data and outcomes of the research projects, without the consent of Party A. 

8. Acceptance upon completion
1) The length of Party B engaged in research or training, is determined by the specific case of research work. It is of generally one year. During this period, Party B should publish at least one paper in a high level academic journal. To check and accept the research projects, a conclusion report should be submitted. The Visiting Scholar Certificate will be awarded for the successful acceptance upon completion. 

2) The completion of the independent research projects should follow Management of Independent Research Projects of the State Key Laboratory of Sub-tropical Architecture at South China University of Technology. The research achievements by Party B will be compiled and documented, for the future purpose of exchange. 

3) For the case that the research projects are not finished within schedule and no papers are published in high level academic journals, the awarding of the Visiting Scholar Certificate should be postponed. The postponement is valid for one year. If the delay is caused by personal reasons, Party B should be solely responsible for related expenses caused by the delay. 

4) After acceptance upon completion, Party A will give appropriate reward to excellent research projects, especially, whose papers are published in high level academic journals of international reputation. 
9. This contract is not valid since the signing of the two parties. It becomes valid only after Party B receives the work permit, foreign expert certificate and residence permit from the Chinese government, and the actual employment relationship between the two parties becomes effective. This contract is valid until the expiry date. Request from one of the two parties to sign a new contract must be announced 30 days prior to the expiration of this contract. A new contract should be signed on the mutual agreement and consensus of the two parties. After the expiry date of this contract, Party B should be solely responsible for all related expense for his/her stay in China. 

10. Dispute settlement 
Encountering disputes about this contract, the two parities should as far as possible go through negotiation or mediation. If solutions failed to be obtained after negotiation or mediation, the two parties can apply for arbitration by related local personnel or labor departments. If either party is against the outcome of the arbitration, an application may be made to proceedings of the law court.
This contract is printed in three copies for the records of three sides, Party A, Party B, and Office of International Communications and Cooperation. 

Party A: (signature) 
The State Key Laboratory of Sub-tropical Architecture, 
South China University of Technology
Director:
Date of signature: 
Part B: (signature) 
Name of applicant: 
Date of signature: 
