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The strength of ties and entrepreneurial resource acquisition of the
individual online stores: empirical study based on contingency theory

Abstract: Chinese individual online stores are confronting strong resource constraints
due to the liability of newness, thus it is an optimal choice for the entrepreneurs to get
access to resources via the network ties. This paper applies the theory of tie strength in the
sociology research into explaining the channel differences of entrepreneurial resource
acquisition of the online stores and mainly reveals the contingency impacts of entrepreneurs’
age, gender, entrepreneurial experience , work experience and weekly working hours on
these differences. Based on 178 valid questionnaires from C2C online stores, adopting group
regression method to empirically test the moderating roles of these contingency factors on
the relationships between tie strength and resource acquisition. The results enrich the
theories of tie strength and online entrepreneurship, with a credible practical implication.

Key Words: Strong Ties; Weak Ties; Resource Acquisition; Contingency Factors;
Individual Online Stores
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