
I have compiled the frequently asked questions by all Chinese 2+2 candidates, and 

provide below the answers -- I thought this may be helpful to everyone. 

 

May I apply to both the School Chemistry & the School of Engineering [both University of 

Edinburgh]? 

Yes, of course -- you can apply to both Schools and attend both interviews, but you 

need to decide --e.g. by end-April-- which School you will join because you can only be 

admitted by one School [the School of Chemistry and the School of Engineering are 

distinct]. 

 

I am unsure whether my curriculum matches better the School of Chemistry or the 

School of Engineering? 

It looks like the terms Chemical Engineering and Chemistry are a bit confusing.  The 

term Chemical Engineering and its related studies in China seem to be a little different 

from the UK.  For instance, several Chemistry-related Engineering topics in China may 

be taught in the UK in Chemistry departments (rather than 

in Engineering departments).  Indeed, we actually do have the majority of students from 

Chemical Engineering departments in China. 

If Environmental & Sustainable Chemistry or Materials Chemistry or Medicinal & 

Biological Chemistry are your interest, it is safe to say that the School of Chemistry 

would be an excellent choice; we would recommend an application to Chemistry (rather 

than Engineering); or to both Schools. 

Please check the details of the two programs [Chemistry vs. Engineering] before taking 

a final decision.  See also below the next question. 

 

May I have a detailed schedule for the Studies at the School of Chemistry? 

Please have a look at the two attached files "Year 3 Chemistry" [for you: 2017--

18] & "Year 4 Chemistry" [for you: 2018--19]. 

Also, the two following study links may be useful [click on your preferred major and 

check details]: 

http://www.chem.ed.ac.uk/studying/undergraduate-study/degree-programmes 

http://www.drps.ed.ac.uk/16-17/dpt/drps_che.htm 

Finally, here is a link to the research in our cores areas: 

http://www.chem.ed.ac.uk/research/research-areas 

Please note: We do have a variety of research groups that are focused 

on Engineering in the context of Biology, Catalysis, Industrial Chemistry, Green 

Chemistry, Photochemistry, Supramolecular Chemistry, Renewable Sources, New-to-

the-World Materials ... 

 

I would like to make a final decision of where to study in March? 

Well, the 2+2 talk and the non-technical interviews for the School of Chemistry will be 

held onWednesday 5th April [North Campus; by myself]. 

For details regarding the schedule, please contact Ms Charlotte [International Office]: 

glshhyu@scut.edu.cn 

Please note: interviews via SKYPE could already be done in March ... my account 

name: uweschneideredinburgh [if this is an option for you, please let me know -- almost 

anytime OK]. 

 

http://www.chem.ed.ac.uk/studying/undergraduate-study/degree-programmes
http://www.drps.ed.ac.uk/16-17/dpt/drps_che.htm
http://www.chem.ed.ac.uk/research/research-areas


Which application materials exactly do I need to submit? 

CV [in English; max 2 pages] -- personal statement [in English; 1 page] -- 2 reference 

letters [in English; from 2 faculty members] -- transcript [translated to English; good 

scores in Chemistry & Science-related topics] -- English test by June at the 

latest [IELTS-A (not UKVI): 6.0 (min. 5.5 / section) or TOEFL-iBT: 92 (min. 20 / 

section] -- passport scan -- filled-in application form [attached]. 

Please submit your application materials [hard copy & electronic file] to Ms. 

Charlotte [International Office] -- it is OK for me to receive these documents 

by Wednesday 5th April, noon. 

 
What is requested for the personal statement (motivation letter)? 
Just describe yourself: Why did you choose your studies?  What are your main 
activities/interests in your studies and outside the studies?  Why you like to study 
Chemistry abroad and particularly in Edinburgh/UK?  Why do you think you are suitable 
for the 2+2 program in Chemistry? 
 
How many students will you accept per University? 
There is no limit -- the only limit is the qualification of the student (see application 
materials & interview).  If we think there are 5 students that are suitable, we will take 5; if 
there are 10, we will take 10. 
 
Do I need to decide on my major in Edinburgh/Chemistry now? 
No.  Of course, you can decide now, but you can change later.  After year 3 or at the 
start of year 4, you will have to decide (your personal tutor will help you here). 
 
Is it possible to get access to the courses of Edinburgh/Chemistry of years 1 & 2 & 3? 
Yes, we will do so, following the advice by our current 2+2 students. 
 
Is it possible to provide more pre-sessional Chemistry courses in August/September 
2017? 
Yes, we will do so, following the advice by our current 2+2 students. 
 
Will I get a double BSc degree from the University of Edinburgh and my Home 
University? 
To the best of my knowledge, based on the memorandum, you should be getting two 
BSc degrees (from your Home University and the University of Edinburgh).  The 
final decision depends on your Home University though -- such decision is out with our 
hands.  Your graduation ceremony at the University of Edinburgh would be end-June or 
early-July 2019. 
 
What are the requirements to graduate with a BSc from the University of Edinburgh? 
The graduation requirements are simple: we fully accept all your credits from your Home 
University (years 1 & 2), so you simply have to pass our year 3 & year 4 exams -- this is 
it. 
 
How about the "Brexit" (UK will leave the EU) and the safety afterwards? 
There is no problem at all ... the "Brexit" is very slow and is expected to take >5 
years; until there are potentially some (minor) changes to the program ... you will already 
have graduated -- this will be guaranteed by our University.  Scotland (Edinburgh) is 
a very safe place to live, and this will not change because of the "Brexit". 
 
 



Which Visa do I need to apply for? 
Please apply for a so-called Tier 4 General Student Visa. 
 
May I receive some information for catered accommodations? 
Please check out this link: http://www.accom.ed.ac.uk/for-students/undergraduates/ 
I strongly recommend though to cook --rather than to get catered-- because it is cheaper 
and also it is fun to cook together with others! 
 
Which app is actually used in the UK -- "wechat" or "qq"? 
Both, but "wechat" seems more popular than "qq". 
 
For additional information, please refer to the "Feedback" file (attached), or to the files I 
had send out in February.  Also, if you have further questions, please do not hesitate to 
contact me [Email or SKYPE]. 
 
Best of luck for your application (!), and I am looking forward to meeting you soon again. 
Best, 
Uwe 
 

http://www.accom.ed.ac.uk/for-students/undergraduates/

