
 

 

 
 

 

 

Film Screenings 
Each week a relevant film screening will 
accompany the reading; these will be shown 
during timetabled hours. This year features 
Julien Temple’s Pandaemonium, Brian 
Percival’s romantic North and South, Ben 
Elton’s poignantly comic Blackadder and 
Damien O’Donnell’s East is East. 
 
Assessment 
A variety of coursework assignment and an 
exam will mean students experience the 
different assessment methods typical of 
British universities. 

Field Trips 
Field trips take place on Wednesdays and 
include Wordsworth’s house at Grasmere, 
Ruskin’s house at Coniston, a restored 
cotton mill, Manchester Art Gallery, the 
Imperial War Museum at Salford Quays, and 
Pier Head and Albert Dock in Liverpool. 
 
Socials 
Each week social activities are planned in 
and around Lancaster and the University 
campus. These include afternoon tea at a 
vintage tea-room, a cricket lesson, typical 
British ‘pub-quiz’, a tour of Lancaster castle 
and surrounding historical pubs, and a 
final pot-luck dinner. There are also 
scheduled weekend trips (to Liverpool, 
Chester, the Lakes), which offer an 
opportunity to see more of England. These 
can also be tailored to include places which 
are of interest to this year’s students – let 
us know where you would like to go! 

 

Lancaster University has a well-established summer 
programme that can be taken as a stand-alone programme 
or prior to study at Lancaster or another British university.  
 
The programme is conducted by the Department of 
Linguistics and English Language in collaboration with the 
Department of English Literature and Creative Writing and 
the Department of History. 

 
It is taught over four weeks, and provides an opportunity to 
experience life at a British University while learning about 
the history and culture of the UK, and specifically the 
North-West of England. 

 
As well as experiencing lectures by renowned academics, 
students will be able to discuss the course topics in small 
seminar groups and go on field trips to relevant sites in the 
North-West of England each week. 
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Cost:  £2,250 

This includes orientation, teaching, assessment, field trips, transport and four week’s   accommodation. 
 

Introduction… Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing 
elit. Duis interdum tempor felis sit amet pretium. Duis vitae elit nibh. 
Nullam euismod nisi vel odio viverra ullamcorper. 
 

Sample Programme Synopsis 

Week 1: Romanticism, literature and landscape: the lectures and seminars examine the ways in which 
Romantic poets changed our perceptions of nature – especially through their involvement with the English 
Lake District. The field trip this week takes us to the heart of the Lake District and across Coniston Water 
to visit the homes of John Ruskin and William Wordsworth. We also visit the Ruskin Library on campus, the 
only dedicated Ruskin centre in the country, which houses a large collection of his works and runs specialist 
exhibitions. 

 
Week 2: Industrialisation, political change, and the novel: focusing on the emergence of Britain, and 
especially Lancashire, as an industrial powerhouse, and the evocations and criticism by scholars, writers and 
artists of the time. We will visit Quarry Bank Mill in Styal – a National Trust property that continues to 
showcase the machinery of the cotton industry within a restored mill. It is also the setting for Channel 4’s 
drama The Mill which vividly portrays the hardships of working-class life. 

Week 3: The Great War and beyond: we trace some of the effects of the World War I on British culture 
and memory through the rest of the century, up to the present. A visit to the Imperial War Museum in 
Manchester offers one interpretation of our relationship with war and conflict. On this week’s trip there is 
also time to explore Manchester itself with its plentiful shops, museums, and great places to eat.  
 
Week 4: Post-colonial Britain: focusing on the transformation of Britain since the 1950s, the legacy of the 
colonial past and the rise of new multicultural communities, new language communities, and new forms of 
popular culture. We will also visit the Museum of Liverpool and examine the city’s role as an iconic site of 
immigration and cultural diversity in the history of the North West.  
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Further Information: If you have any additional questions about the course please feel free to contact us:   
 

International Summer Programme  
County South, Lancaster University, LA1 4YL 
Email: isp@lancaster.ac.uk 
Website: www.ling.lancs.ac.uk/study/isp/   
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